
 

St. Joseph School 
Kindergarten Green 

2017-2018 
 

Dear Kindergarten Green Parents, 
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to your child’s 

kindergarten classroom.  Your child and I will spend the next nine 
months exploring and learning together. This packet is designed to 
help you learn more how our day is structured and how we can work 
together to provide your child with a rich and rewarding kindergarten 
year.  Please keep this packet on hand for reference during the school 
year.  This information is also available on our class website. 
 

Our SJS Kindergarten team, Miss Fleming, Mrs. Barry, Mrs. 
Kulik and I, will work closely together to provide an atmosphere 
conducive to build a solid educational foundation and a love of 
learning for each of the children entrusted to our care.  This year is a 
preparation year that will be filled with growth spiritually, socially, 
emotionally, physically and intellectually. 
 

I thank you for your support in helping to get the year off to a 
wonderful start and look forward to getting to know you and your 
families in the coming months.   
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 



 

SJS Kindergarten Curriculum 
 

RELIGION:  Our kindergarten Religion program is based on Loyola Press’ 

God Loves Us textbook, along with The Jesus Story, a collection of thirty, 

four page handouts based on gospel readings.  The kindergarten program is 
designed to open the children to God’s love through an awareness of the 

many wonders He has given us.  The children learn to respond to God in 

prayer and to express love for God and one another. 

 

READING:  The Superkids Reading Program, developed by Rowland Reading 

Foundation and published by Zaner-Bloser, will be the basis for the 

kindergarten reading curriculum. It emphasizes phonemic awareness, 

phonics, fluency and comprehension skills development.  In addition to this 

all inclusive reading series, the children will be introduced to various 

children’s authors and holiday based literature throughout the year.  

 

MATHEMATICS:  Sadlier-Oxford’s Progress in Mathematics textbook is 
the basic text used to teach math.  Our curriculum includes learning 

comparing, sorting and classifying, geometry and patterns, numbers and 

graphing, the understanding of numbers through 31, time and money, 

measurement and fractions, as well as addition and subtraction.  These 

concepts will be taught and reinforced through the use of manipulative and 

hands-on activities. 

 

HANDWRITING:  Learning to write the basic strokes of the manuscript 

alphabet will be taught in conjunction with the Superkid lessons.  A copy of 

the Zaner-Bloser manuscript alphabet is included in this package to help your 

reinforce letter formation when working with your child at home.  

 

SCIENCE: This program will highlight the environment in which we live. 

Students will learn about plants, weather, the seasons, the five senses and 

animals.  Health and safety concepts are introduced which will include parts 

of the body, personal hygiene, dental health, and nutrition. 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  The home, school, community and country will be 

introduced.  We invite parents to volunteer their expertise regarding career, 

family, history and ethnic backgrounds with the class to awaken them to the 

many possibilities and cultures around them. 

  



 

Kindergarten Encore Classes 

 

ART:  Our SJS Art teacher will teach the children many creative artistic techniques 

during their weekly class in our art room. Their creations will amaze you!  Each child 

must provide an art smock (in gallon zip-lock bag) which will be kept in the 

classroom and used as needed throughout the school year.  Each student will choose 

an artwork to display at the Annual Art Show on April 19, 2018. Families are 

encouraged to attend the show to discover the talents and creativity of all our 

students.  

 

MUSIC:  The children will have formal music classes twice a week with the SJS 

music teacher.  The children will enjoy learning a variety of musical styles, new 

songs and use rhythm instruments in class throughout the year.  They will also 

prepare a song to be performed at our for annual Christmas Program.  

 

COMPUTER:  During their weekly technology class, the children will learn the parts 

of the computer, be introduced to the keyboard layout,  begin basic coding activities 

and learn to use various software to express their ideas. Occasionally, the class will 

use iPads, as well as focus on critical thinking and problem solving activities. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION:  The children will go to the gymnasium twice a week to 

participate in physical education with the SJS physical education teacher.  All children 

must wear athletic sneakers or tennis shoes on their scheduled P.E. days.  Sneakers 

with zippers/charms  and “maryjane” sneakers are not allowed for safety reasons. 

 

LIBRARY:  Each week the children will visit our school library.  The librarian will 

discuss such topics as authors, illustrators, seasonal and holiday stories, and 

Caldecott Award winners.  Your child will be allowed to check out one book each 

week.  It will be sent home in their special “library bag” and must be returned in that 

bag before the next library class in order for your child to be allowed to check out 

another book.  We always encourage frequent visits to the public library. 

 

KINDERSTEAM: Taught by the librarian and/or computer teacher, offers students 

the opportunity to explore topics related to Science, Technology, Engineering, Art 

and Math. Once per week, students will visit the library to develop building, coding, 

and problem-solving skills. Art and natural sciences projects are also a part of the 

curriculum, and many of the lessons build on units of study in other classes. 

 

 

2017-2018 Encore Teachers 

ART – Mrs. Sears 

MUSIC – Miss Kelleher 

COMPUTERS – Ms Slifkey 

PE – Mr. O’Brien 

LIBRARY – Mrs. Brown 

 

 

 



 

K-W Classroom Supplies 

 
 
Cubby Can 

Your child will keep the following supplies in their cubby can and on 

the tables for easy access during the school day.  

4-5 Sharpened pencils with erasers 

8 Basic crayons 

The cubby cans will be sent home weekly to be checked and refreshed. 

Please sharpen all pencils and peel and sharpen crayons as needed.  Each 

child must have only the eight (8) basic crayons (red, yellow, blue, green, 

orange, purple, black and brown).  I know it is hard to imagine but one child 

using “blue-green” at a table does cause a great commotion!  Be sure, as you 

replace supplies, to print your child’s name on them.  

Be sure they are returned the following school day ready to work. 

Please replace the zip lock traveling bag as needed.  

 

Table Supplies 

These supplies will be kept in our table baskets and taken to the table 

as we need them.  They will be sent home only if they need to be replaced.  

Scissors 

Sharpies 

Large “pink” eraser 

Glue sticks and bottles 

Sharpies 

 

 

Supply Box  

Each child has a supply box to keep art supplies (colored pencils and 

markers).  They should each be kept in separate bag or box, we rarely use 

them at the same time.  

Colored pencils will be sent home to be sharpened periodically. 

Markers will need to be replaced about 2 or 3 times during the school year.  I 
generally send them home prior to holidays to allow time to purchase 

replacements. 

Bag of colored pencils 

Bag of markers (8 basic colors) 

 

 

Shared Supplies: Tissues and wipes will be requested as needed. 



 

A Typical Day in Kindergarten 
 

 

 

7:55 School doors open 

I highly encourage you to bring your child to school as 

early as possible, allowing time for them to wander down the 

hall and unpack for the school day.  Please remember that the 

carpool line can take five (5) to ten (10) minutes depending on 

the time and weather.  When children arrive early and have 

time to socialize before school it makes for a relaxing start to 

their day.  

 

8:10 Get ready bell 

 

8:15 Prayer bell (Late Bell) 

Children arriving after the Safety Patrols have entered the 

building must be taken to the school office and walked into the 

building by a parent and will be marked as tardy for the day.  

 

8:15-8:30 Opening activities 

 

8:30-11:10 Class time 

 

11:10-11:55 Recess and Lunch 

 

12:00-12:45 Afternoon Group Activities, 

Quiet time and Restroom 

 

12:45-3:00 Class time, Snack, Centers and Recess 

 

3:00-3:15 Prepare for dismissal 

Final Prayer bell, Dismissal 

 
 
 



 

Morning Drop-off 
 

Children must wait outside the building until the school doors open at 

7:55am  Children arriving early will be sent to Morning Care and charged. 

 

● Enter the parking lot from Peachtree Street, turn right and follow the 

line around the outer edge of the parking lot. 

● Stay in line, do not park and walk into the building 

● Follow the assigned pattern, there will be traffic cones to follow, all the 

way along the sidewalk to the next available safety patrols 

● Patrols will open your vehicle door, if you have a van with an 

automatic door it is very helpful to have a note in the window alerting 

the patrols that you will open and close the door. 

● Children need to be unbuckled, have backpacks and be ready to exit 

quickly. 

● All children must exit the car on the passenger side of the vehicle. 

● The children will walk along the sidewalk to the entrance.  Faculty are 

right inside the school doors if help is needed. 

● Children walk directly to the classroom: this can take longer that you 

might think!  It can frequently take five (5) to ten (10) minutes to 

wander down and inspect the hall!  

● Inclement weather can make morning carpool slower, please be 

patient!  If needed the office will delay issuing tardy slips.  Raincoats 

with hoods will make it easier for your child to make it into the 

building.  The children do not need to wear rain boots, we have limited 

storage for them and they are not comfortable to wear all day in 

school. 

● If you have concerns or problems at carpool, please let me know right 

away so we can address and correct issues quickly.  

 

Most of all follow directions and be patient. 

The children’s safety is our primary concern. 



 

 

Lunch Guidelines 
 

Hot lunch will be available for student beginning on Tuesday 

8/29/17. Orders must be placed in advance.  

 

We are the first of four lunch periods, therefore we are able to leave 

our lunch boxes at our lunch table on our way to recess on either the 

playground or blacktop. Following recess the children will be taken directly to 

the lunchroom. Children ordering hot lunch will have their food delivered to 

their seat just prior to arrival. The children must exit at their scheduled time 

to allow other classes time to eat. 

  

If your child has ordered hot lunch: 

• Milk is available, free of charge, at lunchtime.  If they wish a different 

beverage you must send it from home.  Please do not send carbonated 

drinks. 

• If you are sending any additional lunch items or drinks for your child’s 

lunch it must be in a lunchbox or bag with your child’s name and grade (KW) 

written clearly on the outside of the lunch box or bag. 

 

 

If your child is bringing lunch to school: 

• Please pack lunches in a lunch box or bag with your child’s name and grade 

(KW) written clearly on the outside of the lunch box or bag. 

• Milk is available, free of charge, at lunchtime.  If they wish a different 

beverage you must send it from home.  Please do not send carbonated 

drinks. 

• Please do not send foods that need to be heated or refrigerated. 

• If utensils like plastic spoons or forks are needed, please pack them inside 

the lunch box.  Knives of any kind are not permitted. 

• Please include a napkin. 

• Please do not pack any glass containers. 

• Please pack foods that your child likes to eat.  Smaller quantities but many 

choices seem to work well for this age child. 

• Please go lightly on the sweets.  Desserts are great as long as they are not 

the main part of the meal. 

 

During the first two weeks we will be floating in and out of the dining 

hall to monitor the children’s lunchtime.  When possible I will encourage the 

children to bring any leftovers home so you can adjust accordingly. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 



 

Snack Guidelines 
 
 

•    On Monday 8/28/17, I will provide snack for the children. 

Beginning Tuesday 8/29/17 each child should bring a small snack to 

enjoy in the afternoon. 

 

Snack: Should consist of fresh or dried fruit, vegetables, or cheese.  Dips for 

vegetables, applesauce, and fruit cups are also acceptable.  

 

Drinks:  Milk will not be available at snack time.  Juice, juice box and water 

are allowed.   In addition, especially during warm weather, an additional 

water bottle is encouraged.  

 

Please Include:  Any needs utensils (plastic ones are best to avoid throwing 

away good silverware) and a  napkins. 

 

Please do not send:  Any type of crackers, breakfast bars, granola bars, 

fruit roll ups, and fruit snack pouches are not considered appropriate snacks 

and will sent home. 

 

Please Note:  

We eat snack in the afternoon.  Please be sure your child knows 

what you have packed for his/her snack.  When the children are at lunch 

they will need to easily recognize what is to remain in their lunchbox until 

snack time. It is easiest to have it in a separate section or baggie inside the 

lunch box. 

 

Snack time is short; therefore ease and simplicity are important. 

Fresh fruit is easier to eat than canned fruit.  Cut-up oranges or apples are 

easier to eat than whole ones.  String cheese is great; it is a good idea to 

practice how to open it at home. 

 

Most importantly, pack fruits, cheeses, and vegetables that your child 

likes to eat.  We do not force a child to eat a snack.  We will help open any 

packages, juice boxes, etc. when needed.  Snacks that are not eaten will be 

sent home in the children’s lunch boxes. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

 



 

Dismissal Guidelines 
 

Please try to schedule appointments for your child that will not require 

early dismissals.  If it cannot be avoided please notify me in advance by 

email or note 

 

Extended Day Program 

● Children scheduled to attend extended day will be picked up from the 

classroom and taken to the hall by the Extended Day Staff.  

● If your child is attending as a drop-in you must notify Extended Day and me 

by phone call or email in advance.  Without prior notification the children will 

come to carpool with the rest of the class and be taken to Extended Day at 

the end of carpool.  

 

The Parking Lot 

● Please follow the directions of the SJS Staff for parking. 

● Engines must be turned off when the children are walking in the parking area. 

● Younger children may not be left unattended in a vehicle 

● PETS are not allowed out of vehicles 

● If the car line has been stopped and you are not allowed to pull into the 

parking area, please remain in your vehicle and wait for directions.  I will 

teach the children that this is the “unsafe” area and they will come with me to 

the late-line.  When directed please pull forward in line and wait for the 

children to be dismissed.  Children will be dismissed to the second carpool line 

only after it is safe.  

 

Dismissal 

● We will exit the school as a class by way of the second grade door.  

● Parents may gather near the cones and watch for our class 

● The children must remain in line with me until I dismiss them individually.  

● If a child cannot locate a parent I will have them stay near me until we find 

you. 
 

Late Line Procedure 

● Children who do not locate their ride will be taken to the “Late-line”. 

● As vehicles exit the parking lot cars held in the “unsafe” area will be directed 

into the parking lot. 

● Please follow the directions of the SJS Staff, turn off your vehicles and remain 

in your vehicle.  

● When it is determined safe for the children to walk to cars we will dismiss 

them for pick-up 

● PLEASE NOTE:  All vehicles must be turned off when the children are 

present in the line. 

● Children not picked up in a timely manner will be sent to Extended Day.  

 

 

Most of all……..Follow directions and be patient 

The children’s safety is our primary concern 



 

Special Days in Kindergarten 
 

School Mass – Fridays at 9:30a.m. 

We will attend Mass on Friday with the school community.  The eighth 

grade students act as our special friends and accompany us to Mass.  Please 

have your child dress appropriately.  Due to P.E. class on Friday sneakers 

must be worn to Mass. 

 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear….Who do you see? 

Each child will be randomly selected to take our class mascot, Brown 

Bear, home for a weekend.  The children are encouraged to take Brown Bear 

with them all weekend to share in your family fun.  

The children will bring home a copy of the book Brown Bear, Brown 

Bear, What Do You See?, along with a special poster and story paper for each 

family to decorate and write about their weekend with Brown Bear.  Brown 

Bear, the book, the story and the poster are to be returned the following 

school day.  Your child will share his/her adventure with the class.  

The child who brings “Brown Bear” home for the weekend will be the 

Beary Special Person for the following school week.  Additionally, the Beary 

Special Person of the week for each Kindergarten class will be one of the gift 

bearers for the weekly school Mass.  

 

Noah’s ABC Ark Play 

This is a very special performance by the kindergarten students for 

their parents. Each child will need a very simple costume and a stuffed 

animal.  Specific directions will be sent home closer to the performance.  

 

Happy Birthday to you! 

Birthdays are a very special day for the young and young at heart!  A 

day or two before your child’s birthday he/she will bring home our “Birthday 

Bag”.  Please help your child select a book and a few show and tell items 

they would like to share with the class.  Please place all items in the birthday 

bag and return to school on their birthday.  No food treats or take home 

goodie bags will be permitted. If your child’s birthday falls on a weekend they 

will usually get to choose if they wish to celebrate on Friday or Monday. 

Children with summer birthdays will be assigned a date in May or June.  

 

Please note that personal party invitations will not be passed out at 

school unless the whole class, all girls or all boys are invited.  As adults we 

can understand that inviting 20 children to a party may be difficult for many 

families but feelings are easily hurt if a child is not invited.  We discuss in 

school that each family celebrates in their own special way and we need to 

respect others choices.  

 



 

Kindergarten Graduation 

The class will graduate during the final school Mass of the year. The 

firm date will depend on snow days but will be announced around Easter 

break.  

 

Snow Days 

St. Joseph School will follow Fairfax County School delays and closings. 

 



 

Important things to know! 
 

Absence 

All children who are absent must provide a written note from home 

indicating the dates and reason for absence.  

1.  Unplanned Absences (illness or family emergencies):  Please send 

an email to e.clair@sjschoolva.org in the morning indicating why 

your child will not be in school.  If you know that your child will be 

absent for additional days please indicate the expected date of 

return. 

2. Planned Absences:  Vacations during the school year are 

discouraged but sometimes are unavoidable.  If you know in 

advance that your child will be absent please send an email to 

e.clair@sjschoolva.org as early as possible, indicating the dates and 

reason for absence.  

 

Daily Folders 

The daily folder is used for daily communication.  I will send it home 

each night, please check it nightly and return it each morning.  Any notes, 

money or papers that are sent to school should come in the daily folder.  I 
will teach the children to tell me that there is a note in their folder.  I check 

them as the children are unpacking.  Notes handed directly to me will get 

lost!!  

 

Weekly Work Folder 

Your child’s work will be sent home once a week on Monday in his/her 

weekly folder.  Please take special time to review the work with your child 

and discuss any comments written on their papers or weekly behavior chart.  

A weekly behavior chart is attached to this folder and is designed to 

keep you informed.  Please remember that if your child has needed 

correction during the week (and everyone does at one time or another☺) 
corrective action has been taken at school.  Discuss your expectations with 

your child and help them to make positive choices the following week.  If 
follow-up action is needed at home I will contact you.  Please do not remove 

the chart and return the folders on Tuesday morning. 

Sometime, more often than I would like, I misfile a paper and send it 
home in the wrong folder.  If you receive a paper that belongs to another 

child simply return it and I will send it home next week.  

 

St. Joseph School Website       www.sjschoolva.org  

Please check the school website frequently for updates and school 

news.  Our class page will include our class calendar, newsletters and word 

lists.  Please post our class calendars in your home and refer to them each 

day.  These are an important part of my lesson planning and they help to 

reinforce concepts and motivate the students.  I ask your help and 

http://www.sjschoolva.org/


 

cooperation by checking the calendars daily and providing the assignment 

article(s) as indicated. This will help, from the very start, to instill in our 

youngest students a sense of responsibility and build good homework skills 

for their future.  

 

Homework 

In addition to assignments found on the monthly calendar other 

homework assignments will occasionally be sent home in their daily folder. 

Assignments may be a family activity, worksheet or activity designed to 

reinforce a skill or concept being taught.  Instructions and due dates will 

accompany long-term projects.  Please be sure to check their daily folder 

every night.  It is important that the children complete and return all 

homework on time.  

  

Share Times 

In addition to the birthday sharing bag, special sharing times will be 

noted on the class calendar.  These may be a “bring your favorite book” day, 

“bring a puzzle” day or “bring your favorite stuffed animal” day.  These days 

are always fun and the children are very disappointed if they do not have the 

special item.  

  

Backpacks  

Your child’s backpack needs to be large enough to hold their folders, 

and any projects we send home. In addition the children often like to put 

their lunchbox in their backpack. During the school day we store coats in 

their backpacks.  Please do not allow your child to “store” toys and extra 

items in their backpacks.  

 

Shoes and Clothing 

The children should wear comfortable clothes and sneakers to school. 

We play on the playground each day weather permitting. The children are not 

allowed to wear open toed, open back shoes, flip flops, sandals or heeled 

or platform shoes.  Plain old sneakers are the best and safest shoes! 

Especially during the fall and spring, the children should always bring a 

jacket or sweater. The children will go outside every day unless it is raining. 

The weather can frequently change dramatically during the day. It is better 

to have a jacket and not need it than need one and not have it!  If jackets 

are not needed they can easily be packed in their backpacks 

 

Jewelry 

Except for small post earrings, the children should not wear jewelry to 

school. This includes watches, bracelets and hoop earrings. They are 

distractions in school and may get lost.  

 

 

 



 

 

Raincoat VS Umbrellas 

For the safety of all the children, children are not allowed to carry 

umbrellas in school or in the parking lot.  Please be sure your child brings a 

raincoat (with hood, if possible) if rain in forecast.  It is better to have a 

raincoat on a sunny day rather than not have one on a rainy day.  

 

Restroom 

We have a restroom in our classroom and the children are allowed to 

use it at any time.  Additionally we stop at the hall restroom on our way to or 

from a encore class.  Please talk to your child about proper use of the 

restroom (i.e. raising the seat, flushing, and hand washing) 

 

Book orders 

Approximately four times during the school year I will be sending 

home Scholastic Book Club fliers.  You can review and order books online 

using our special class code.   Directions for online ordering and payments 

will be sent with the order forms.  Each order will earn bonus points for the 

class.  All book orders will be delivered to school and sent home with your 

child.  If you wish to place a “secret” order (for Christmas or birthday) please 

send me an email and I will have your books left at the school office for 

pickup. 

 

Book-it Reading Program 

This Pizza-Hut sponsored program is designed to encourage reading at 

home.  Each month, October through March, I will send home a reading 

record form for you to track books read at home.  I will establish minimum 

reading goal for our class.  The reading time may be independent reading 

time or having a book read to them, the goal is to help the children see the 

joy time spent reading.  Simply have your child record their reading time on 

the tracking sheet and return it on the date indicated on our monthly activity 

calendar.  Each child returning the form on time, they will receive a 

certificate for a FREE personal pan pizza.  

 

Report Cards 

A parent teacher conference will be scheduled for each child in November. 

Kindergarten formal report cards are sent home in January and June 

 

Parent Meetings 

If you have a question or concern about your child, please contact me 

through a note or leave a voice or email message to set up an appointment 

School Phone - 703-880-4350 

Kindergarten Green (Mrs. Clair - Ext. 3342 ) 
Email Address:  e.clair@sjschoolva.org 

 

 



 

Classroom Management 
 

“Listen, Learn, and Love One 
Another” 

 
Our Kindergarten motto is both simple and complete.  A child 

who stops another child from learning or hinders the teacher’s ability 

to teach will be corrected. My goal will always be to help your child 

assume responsibility for their choices and understand that they will 

always have a chance to make a new choice in the future.  

 

A copy of our “Classroom Management Plan” is included in your 

packet.  In addition I have included a second copy for you to sign and 

return. Please take some time to review the plan and discuss it with 

your child.  Sign and return the extra copy to let us know that you and 

your child are aware of the rules, rewards, and consequences. 
 

 

 

 

Our Classroom Rules 

 

We are a team, we will be nice to one another 

Use Polite Words……..Help Others 

Be Honest 

 

We will respect each other 

Raise our hands…...wait our turn……..Listen to others…… 

…..listen and follow directions 

…...keep our hands, feet, and objects to ourselves  

 

We are responsible 

We make our own choices 

Try our best……..Learn from mistakes 

Celebrate successes 

 

We will think first 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Kindergarten Classroom Management Plan 

Listen, Learn and Love One Another  

 

We have developed a classroom management plan that affords 

student guidance in making good choices concerning his/her behavior 

and thus the opportunity to learn in a positive, nurturing classroom 

environment.  Your child deserves the most positive educational 

climate possible for his/her growth, and we know that together we will 

make a difference in this process.  The plan below outlines our 

classroom rules, positive rewards, and consequences for inappropriate 

behavior.  

 

To encourage students to follow the rules, I will recognize 

appropriate behavior using our Class Piggy Bank.  The class may earn 

“cash” in several different ways throughout the day including during 

Encore Classes.  The class may also lose money during the day. 

Individuals may earn money for the class by showing kindness or 

being helpful to a classmate. 

However, if a student chooses to break a rule, one or more of 

the following corrective actions may be taken 

 

1. I will remind the children several times and ask them to tell 

me how they could have made a more positive choice. 

2. If a child chooses to continue to break a rule they will lose 

part of free play time or be removed from the group activity. 

Repeated incidents will be noted in their weekly folder.  

3. If a child continue they will lose additional or all free play time 

and a daily behavior report will be sent home.  

  

 

Please ask your child to review this classroom plan with you and 

then sign and return the portion below.  Do not hesitate to contact me 

if you have any questions about this plan. 

 

 

 

I have read the kindergarten Classroom Management Plan and have 

discussed it with my child, __________________________________. 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature Date 

 


